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GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS — LOCAL JOBS 
Matter of Public Interest 

THE SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson) informed the Assembly that he was in receipt within the prescribed time of 
a letter from the member for Warren–Blackwood seeking to debate a matter of public interest. 

[In compliance with standing orders, at least five members rose in their places.] 

MR D.T. REDMAN (Warren–Blackwood) [2.48 pm]: I move — 

That this house condemns the McGowan government over its failure to abide by and enforce its own 
policies in relation to securing local contracts and jobs for Western Australians. 

The mantra this government was elected on is extremely clear and it is in the “WA Labor Plan for Jobs”. We are 
going to highlight a very sharp pointed response to the fact that that rhetoric is inconsistent with what is actually 
playing out in Western Australia and particularly in regional Western Australia. I will come to the Premier’s 
response to the website in a little while too. I will quote a couple of lines out of the “WA Labor Plan for Jobs”. 
I turn to “Creating Local Jobs through Government Contracts” on page 78, where the first paragraph says — 

A McGowan Labor Government is committed to ensuring that the money spent by the WA Government 
wherever possible is used to support local businesses and create new jobs for Western Australians. 

Two paragraphs down it says — 

Increasing the amount of local content and local jobs delivered as a result of government contracts will 
support the growth of industries such as manufacturing, construction and new technologies.  

The mantra on which the government was elected is clear; there is no confusion about it. I refer also to the 
government’s fresh ideas commentary. Under the heading “Our plan to create new WA jobs” are 200 fresh ideas; 
it reads — 

Creating and keeping jobs in WA will be the number one priority for a McGowan Labor Government. 

That means building local and buying local. 

Further down it states — 

We will have a fresh approach to Government spending and wherever possible will support local 
businesses and create new jobs in WA. We will make sure that local people are given the first opportunity 
to get jobs and we will keep WA jobs in WA. 

There is no confusion about that. In February this year, Australian Bureau of Statistics figures showed that a record 
number of Western Australians were looking for work, with nearly 100 000 in the unemployment queue. In other 
words, at no time in the 41 years that records have been kept has there been more unemployed in Western Australia. 
Furthermore, the underemployment rate of 6.8 per cent—it was 6.3 per cent in May 2019—was the equal worst in 
Western Australia in nearly two decades, and 0.5 per cent higher than when the McGowan government was first 
elected. I am not sure that this year, some two years into the McGowan government, that the government’s rhetoric 
of “We are a government for jobs” is getting to the ground. It is not happening. 
Following from what I just described as Western Australia’s worst unemployment circumstance in February this 
year, it is interesting to look at what the Premier said when he was in opposition. I refer to an ABC news media 
article that is headed “Mark McGowan plans to create 150,000 jobs, but what about his last big jobs promise?” 
The article refers to 2016 when the unemployment reached 6.5 per cent, which is less than this government 
achieved in February this year. Mark McGowan described that as follows — 

This is a jobs crisis of monumental proportions in WA that is of the Liberal–National Government’s making. 
When Mark McGowan was in opposition, he described the unemployment rate of 6.5 per cent as a crisis of 
monumental proportions. How would he self-describe where he is at right now two years into government? That 
is the challenge that this Premier faces. 
The Premier today described the accountability website. Interestingly, he did not know that it existed when the 
first question was asked. It took a little note from his office. We finished with the Premier handing up a graph. He 
said, “This is the accountability website that has been described.” A Wednesday, 20 February 2019 The West 
Australian article is headed “WA’s working class Premier”, and states — 

Mr McGowan will also commit to launching a website that will track his Government’s performance 
against the jobs target. 
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Launching a website that will track—one would think that a website to track the government’s performance would 
have a little bit of sophistication about it. One would think that it might drill down to a bit of detail about where 
the jobs are coming from, what is happening, what the government has done to achieve that and what actions have 
been taken. All we can find is a graph with dots on it, which was last updated in 2017–18. That is it. That is what 
the Premier was waving around a moment ago—a graph that was last updated in 2017–18 with a dot way out 
there in 2023–24! That is where we are headed, guys! There is no commentary about the detail, nor is there the 
level of sophistication that one would expect of a government website that attempts to demonstrate to the 
Western Australian public that it is accountable and doing something about its agenda. That is what the Premier 
announced in February this year. It is now May. The best he has got is, first, that he did not know the answer to 
the first question until he was told; and, secondly, that the level of sophistication is a graph of dots, which was last 
updated 2017–18. That is not good enough. The point we are highlighting is that it certainly does not match the 
government’s rhetoric about jobs for Western Australia. There is a lot of talk but very little action. 
I made some comments in the media recently about a contract that was issued under the Public Sector Commission 
for an online portal to a suggestion box for the public service. I heard through the media that one of these was set 
up through Landgate when I was a minister. I knew nothing about it. I made a few inquiries about it; it is managed 
at an operational level. 
Ms S.F. McGurk interjected. 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: It is. One happened in Landgate—absolutely. But I did not run around waving documents 
like this. 
Government members interjected. 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: I did not. We lost government. The government should be accountable for its own actions—
and that is the point. Of course, there was over half a million dollars for a project that was tendered out for 
effectively an online portal to find out good ideas from public servants. That probably has some merits. I would 
have thought that the first good idea might have been to look at how it could be done in-house in Western Australia. 
One would have thought that that might be have been the smart way to go given the mantra on which the 
government was elected. Member opposite should not come back at me about what might have happened in 
our term. We lost government; we are over here and the Labor Party is over there. The government has made 
a point about jobs for Western Australians, but, of course, the contract went to a United Kingdom company that 
is required to deliver it in Western Australia. It is very, very disappointing. What is more, inquiries made by 
Hon Martin Aldridge in the upper house highlight that there were 12 submissions for that contract. Two came from 
Western Australian–based companies, eight came from Australian-based companies and two came from 
international companies. Who got the job? The job went to an international company. That does not match the 
government’s rhetoric of jobs for Western Australians and contracts for jobs for Western Australian businesses. If 
the government had been working hard enough, it would have delivered on that rhetoric. Members opposite should 
not come back at me about what might have happened during our time. This is about matching the government’s 
rhetoric with its actions in doing business and its mantra about jobs for Western Australians. 

We know what happened with the Albany wave farm; it has fallen over. Of course, of the 16 jobs that that created, 
one happened to be in the UK. It has now fallen away and is a dead duck so it is not delivering anything to people 
in Western Australia, least of all people in Albany. We know the government and the responsible minister’s history 
with that project. 

The Bay Village project in Karratha related to this government’s decision to keep a fly in, fly out workforce next 
to Karratha. Of course, a financial analysis of the project has shown a net loss of 69 local jobs in Karratha. It was 
an easy decision: do not allow a FIFO camp next to a city of 25 000 people; rather, allow them to be integrated 
into the community and keep the jobs local and keep businesses in active work. It was a very simple decision. 

My colleagues will talk about a number of other projects in which the government’s clear rhetoric does not match 
what it has put up. It is not getting outcomes as far as jobs for Western Australian companies and jobs for 
Western Australians. I submitted a question on notice about the Warradarge wind farm, which is in the member 
for Moore’s electorate, to the Minister for Energy. The response I got was, “Go and ask Bright Energy how much 
is being done in Western Australia and how many jobs it has created.” Although the government owns, I think, 
19 per cent of Bright Energy Investments, there was no response saying, “Here’s our participation plan. This is 
what we negotiated with that company in terms of work in Western Australia and contracts for local contractors.” 
Once again, the rhetoric does not match what is happening on the ground. I have provided a number of examples. 
I find it laughable that the Premier was waving around a graph of targets that was last updated in 2017–18, because 
that is not the way to tell Western Australians how the government will be accountable to them.  

MR R.S. LOVE (Moore) [2.59 pm]: I rise to also help argue against the McGowan government over its failure to 
abide by enforcing its own policies to secure local contracts and jobs for Western Australians. Nowhere is this failure 
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more stark than in its carbon abatement policies. This government went to the last election clearly with a view that 
it wanted to introduce its own climate policies. We know that on 5 December last year, Hon Stephen Dawson put 
out a press release stating that the McGowan government would develop a new coordinated climate change policy 
for the state. He went on to say that the previous policy was developed in the context of a then national carbon 
price. We know that carbon pricing was something that was very much on the agenda for the state government 
leading up to 7 March when the Environmental Protection Authority announced a far-reaching and very damaging 
policy, which would have inflicted a necessity to offset all emissions on new and expanding projects, especially 
hurting those big energy and mining projects in our north that we know are vital for the jobs in this state. We 
cannot deny that the Western Australian economy is largely based on that resource industry. To attack those 
industries is a blow to the heart of the state’s job market. Instead of moving towards the pledge of 150 000 jobs 
over five years that was made by the government, the EPA announced that it would introduce a job-killing carbon 
abatement scheme. We also know that as soon as that happened, the Minister for Environment promised that he 
was not going to involve himself in a job-killing tax. We also know that the Premier ruled out the EPA being able 
to introduce that scheme. He ordered the EPA to go back to the drawing board and to renegotiate and consult with 
industry about its carbon pricing. What we did not know at that stage was that the government knew exactly what 
was going on. It was no surprise to the Western Australian environment minister when the EPA made its 
announcement. We know that because he has admitted that in the other house. He has admitted that he actually 
signed off on a briefing note to this effect. When this secret carbon tax was being revealed, we know that its effect 
would have been great. I will quote from an article in The Australian Financial Review that talks about one of the 
notes that the minister was in possession of when he claimed that he had no knowledge of this damaging offset 
scheme. It states — 

… the notes put the … compliance costs as high as $127 million a year for the Chevron-operated 
Wheatstone project, or about $3.8 billion over its expected 30-year life. 

That is an enormous amount of money. We saw also that other compliance costs would have hit Woodside Energy 
with its Browse Basin proposals, costs that probably would have blown those projects out of the water. We also 
know that the Western Australian EPA was working on its carbon abatement policy at the same time that the 
Western Australian government already announced it was working on its climate change policies. It beggars belief 
that the environment minister claimed to have no knowledge of what the EPA was doing whilst, at the same time, 
his government had actively committed to developing a brand new carbon scheme for Western Australia. That was 
the work that his department was undertaking. That is what the press release in 2018 had said. We know that the 
Western Australian government had already begun to formulate its own plans to introduce a revamped carbon 
scheme for Western Australia at the same time that the minister and the Premier claimed that they had no 
knowledge about this carbon proposal. After he had admitted to actually having that knowledge, I think the briefing 
note arrived at his office on 27 February. My understanding is that Mr Dawson approved the proposal on 
28 February. The note was there for a day and it was signed off. The Premier and the minister knew exactly what 
was happening. 

In this house yesterday, I asked the Premier if he also had knowledge of that proposal, which we knew was signed 
off on 28 February. Instead of accepting that lifeline, the Premier pushed it away and denied that he had that 
knowledge. I think that today the member for Nedlands further interrogated the Premier about his level of 
knowledge. Again, the Premier has denied that he had that knowledge. That is really quite surprising because 
I happened to be reading the newspaper last night in this very place and up popped this little gem on page 11 of 
The West Australian of 26 June. It states — 

Premier’s office in carbon loop 
Premier Mark McGowan’s office was handed a key document detailing the costs of a radical plan by the 
Environmental Protection Authority to impose a zero emissions regime on resources projects a week 
before the plan became public … 

Again, this government has committed to, as one of its action plans right back in its platform when it got elected 
in 2017, the introduction of a new climate policy for the state. It announced in 2018 that the Minister for 
Environment was working on that. Of course, the EPA was also involved in working with that. One would think 
that the process of government would be that the government would instruct the EPA to look at this as well. The 
minister signed off on the briefing note. A week later, an announcement was made and the minister denied any 
knowledge. His Premier also denied any knowledge. We are talking about a scheme that cuts across many 
portfolios. It would affect state development and the mines and energy portfolios. It beggars belief that this was 
not something that was discussed at a cabinet level or, at the very least, the highest level in the Premier’s office. 
I cannot believe that the Premier had no knowledge that the EPA was introducing this potentially very damaging 
scheme into Western Australia. His denial of that really does not make any sense. 
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The Premier needs to come clean on what he really wants for Western Australia in terms of a carbon pricing scheme. 
I think we deserve to know exactly what the Western Australian government has in mind. On the one hand, it talks 
about being the promoter of jobs, and on the other hand, like a chameleon, the Premier puts on a green skin and 
jumps into the realm of carbon offset pricing and zero emissions way above anything discussed at a national level. 
It is way above any expectation on this state from the Australian government, which is the signatory to the Paris 
agreement, not the Western Australian government. It is the Australian government’s responsibility to put in place 
the overarching carbon pricing and carbon emission mechanisms. It is not the Western Australian government’s 
position to be dabbling with these types of policies and causing this sort of uncertainty. After all that has happened, 
including the Premier’s mate Bill Shorten losing the election with his great big carbon tax, the Premier, at the 
Australian Petroleum Production and Exploration Association conference in Brisbane recently, said that this state 
would go it alone, in front of all the energy players in Australia! Members should not believe that they are not all 
the energy players of the world. If that is not encouraging a view that Western Australia is not a good place to 
invest, then I do not know what is. If all the major resource companies in the world start to feel that 
Western Australia is not a safe bet, then members can be sure that the 150 000 jobs will never arrive. 

The members of the Labor Party need to make sure that their Premier is not doing deals with the Greens in order to 
curry favour with inner city voters and prop up a few seats here and there at the expense of the Western Australian 
economy. From where I am standing, that is exactly what is going on right now. We need a Premier who is going 
to stand up for Western Australia and for Western Australian industry. We do not need a Premier who is trying to 
be all things to all people. He needs to be a leader for Western Australia. Unless he actually starts to do that and 
drops this damaging, tarrying nonsense with the Greens about carbon offsets and unnecessary costs for 
Western Australian industry, we are not going to see the jobs that he has promised. In fact, we will see a collapse 
of the Western Australian economy. 

MS L. METTAM (Vasse) [3.10 pm]: I will speak on this motion on behalf of the Liberal Opposition, but also as 
the shadow Minister for Small Business. There is no doubt that when talking about jobs in Western Australia, it is 
small businesses in this state that are doing it particularly tough. Jobs were front and centre during the election 
campaign. We heard so much from the McGowan opposition, the Labor mean-spirited opposition, that talked about 
a plan to create 150 000 jobs. Even Chris Rodwell, the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Western Australia 
chief, comments on that promise in today’s The West Australian, saying — 

The State Government will struggle to achieve its 150,000 jobs target if it doesn’t support business … 

I turn to the overview in last year’s McGowan government budget, which states — 

A return to more balanced growth across the economy will support employment, with nearly 50,000 jobs 
expected to be created over 2017–18 and 2018–19. 

That is from the two financial years starting on 1 July 2017. Unfortunately, sadly it is unlikely that the McGowan 
government will reach that target. So far just 20 000 jobs have been created, indicating that this government will 
fall well short of this target at the end of this financial year. 

As I stated, a record number of small businesses have shut their doors since the McGowan government came to office, 
with 30 000 fewer businesses, or an 18 per cent reduction in the number of small businesses, operating in this state 
and employing our people. That is largely a result of record falls in discretionary spend. The mean-spirited 
increases to household fees and charges are over $850-worth under this government. A hike in unemployment of 
6.3 per cent for May represents 6 881 jobs lost in that month. There is a crisis, not only among the people of 
Western Australia but, in particular, the small businesses that are hurting. A record number of small businesses 
are affected. We need only look at recent articles on PerthNow and in The West Australian. We have seen the 
closure of Five Bar, Clarences, Baker & Shuhandler, Cantina 663, Red Cray, Botanica, Empire, Theo & Co and 
the California Pizza Kitchen. The closure of those businesses backs up the statistics from the CCI that 59 per cent 
of small businesses are not confident about the state of the economy, the economy that was meant to grow under 
the McGowan government; a domestic economy that is struggling under this government. We have seen record 
falls in retail trade figures. There was almost a one per cent decline in December last year alone—one of the 
greatest falls across the country. 
The Leader of the Nationals WA would also like to comment on this motion so I will sum up by saying that this is 
a mean-spirited government. We have seen a hike on the household budget, which has seen sharp falls in 
discretionary spend and which is hitting our retail sector. We cannot afford to have business as usual. We cannot 
afford to wait for another budget until we see some real repair and real commitment to supporting our small businesses 
through the highest payroll tax measures, the lowest thresholds in the country and the highest hits on wages.  
MS M.J. DAVIES (Central Wheatbelt — Leader of the Nationals WA) [3.14 pm]: I rise to support the 
motion moved by the member for Warren–Blackwood and succinctly spoken to by the member for Moore and 
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the member for Vasse on the government’s claim of being a government for jobs. We all saw the member for 
Warren–Blackwood wave the “WA Labor Plan for Jobs” that this government came to power on. In 2017, the now 
Premier declared in his campaign launch speech that there was nothing more Labor than standing up for jobs. He 
added that as Premier, Western Australian jobs would be his number one priority and that “I will always, 
ALWAYS put WA jobs first.” The member for Warren–Blackwood had a very good example of how the 
government is sailing on that front, and that is just one of those examples. However, I find the hypocrisy of this 
government ridiculous. The government promised to create jobs, yet it came to government with a platform of 
slashing 30 000 people from the public service. It has made decisions around projects to cull investments in not only 
my electorate, but others across the state, that mean it is not going to realise those jobs. It is hugely hypocritical. 
Statements were made by the Premier in 2016 when he was in opposition. He said at that time that we had a jobs 
crisis of monumental proportions in WA that was of the Liberal–National government’s own making. That was 
when 92 000 Western Australians were out of work. As of February this year, 100 000 Western Australians were 
looking for work. We have accountability through the plan or the promise this government has made to create those 
150 000 jobs. The government gave a commitment to create jobs, and could not meet it, and the statistics went south. 
It did not go back and look at what it was doing to arrest that fall; it doubled down and said that it would set another 
target and put a funny little bar graph on the plan to have a plan and say to everybody that it is meeting it. 
No detail was provided by the Premier today when we asked how he was keeping his departments accountable. 
That is because they are in chaos. The machinery of government changes have created utter chaos. The department 
cannot tell us; there is no way of credibly tracking that. The 40 000 jobs in the mining sector that the Premier claimed 
today are not the WA government’s jobs. To claim them is ultimate hypocrisy. They were created by investors 
with private money coming to Western Australia and putting their hard-earned dollars on the table. That is not 
something this government can claim. The government has made some appalling decisions in relation to creating 
jobs. I can point to the Helena and Aurora Ranges project with Mineral Resources and Ramelius Resources’ 
Edna May operations. We have talked about Albany wave energy. We have talked about the cuts to the Department 
of Primary Industries and Regional Development, and there are more to come—60 more from that department. If 
the government is going to claim the upside of the 40 000 jobs from the mining industry, why does it not claim 
that Woodside awarded its major contracts to US giant Bechtel and KBR in October 2018? All the Premier said at 
that point was that it was a bit disappointing. A bit disappointing? He is not claiming that one. He claims all the 
upside and none of the downside when it does not suit the narrative this government wants to deliver. 
MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn — Minister for Emergency Services) [3.18 pm]: The member for  
Warren–Blackwood held up the “WA Labor Plan for Jobs” and quoted from that plan a commitment that Labor 
when in opposition gave for the last state election. He said that the plan stated that, where possible, a Labor 
government would use taxpayers’ resources in order to create as many jobs as possible. That is exactly what we 
have done. In particular, I will showcase some of the things that have happened in my own portfolio. 
I will start with the build in Bunbury—a $24 million investment into 160 new beds for the Bunbury Regional Prison. 
Ninety-five per cent of that build is local content from the south west of Western Australia. ADCO Constructions 
is undertaking the build and it is doing a great job. That project will be completed in August, and in dealing with 
the issue of Hakea Prison we will be able to filter people from Hakea to Casuarina Prison, and from Casuarina into 
Bunbury to relieve pressure on Hakea. That is one of the objectives. A total of 731 jobs will be created. That is 
731 local workers from regional Western Australia, including contractors and subcontractors from Bunbury and 
the south west. There probably will be jobs in the member for Vasse’s electorate as well. There are 37 local 
apprentices from regional WA, including contractors and subcontractors, on the Bunbury project alone. To fix up 
the mess that we were left with at Broome Prison, $2.6 million was put into it in September 2017 and nearly 
80 per cent of that contract went to local contractors in Broome. From those two projects alone, we are delivering on 
the ground what we promised in our election policies. Before I get to regional recruitment, I point out to the member 
for Warren–Blackwood that with the $12.3 million upgrade of the female compound of Greenough Regional 
Prison, we are aiming to reach 95 per cent local content so that Geraldton contractors and small businesses can 
benefit from the money that will be spent there. That is what we are aiming for. When we say we will use taxpayers’ 
resources to create local jobs in regional Western Australia, we mean it. We are doing that on the ground. 
I come back to our recruitment program for Western Australian prison officers, which I have spoken on before. 
We will employ 450 new prison officers over the next few years. We are already well into reaching that target 
with the number of prison officers we are recruiting for not only our metropolitan prisons—particularly the 
expansion of our metropolitan prisons—but also our regional prisons. The member for Warren–Blackwood knows 
this because he has been up there. To date, 19 new trainees have been trained for Kalgoorlie, 24 prison officers for 
Greenough; 24 prison officers for the eastern goldfields and Bunbury; 24 for Albany, which the Speaker knows 
about; 16 for the West Kimberley; and, a training program in Bunbury for a further 24 prison officers. That is over 
100 jobs that are being created in regional Western Australia. They are good, high-paying jobs for regional 
Western Australia and for people who will spend their money in regional Western Australia. Their discretionary 
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expenditure, which we talked about earlier, will be spent in the towns of Albany and Bunbury, and probably in 
Vasse too because people will be traveling to Bunbury to work there. Good jobs are being created in regional 
Western Australia out of the expenditure of taxpayers’ funds, and they will end up putting money back into the 
economy of regional Western Australia. 
I turn now to the fire and emergency services portfolio. I pointed out earlier in an answer to the member for 
Kimberley’s question the funding that goes into mitigation. All that money, as the member for Warren–Blackwood 
knows, is spent in regional Western Australia. It involves contractors, whether they are earthmoving contractors, 
contractors who undertake fire mitigation, or local governments and their volunteers who undertake that type of 
work. All that money is spent across Western Australia, putting money into regional economies throughout the 
state. On top of that, we have employed people in the Volunteer Marine Sea Rescue Services in regional 
Western Australia to coordinate volunteers and marine sea rescues. Eight bushfire risk mitigation planning officers 
have been regionally employed and we have 11 bushfire risk mitigation management officers. Not all those, but 
most of those, will be based regionally as well. On top of the local recruitment programs for prison officers, we 
will also employ regional officers in the fire and emergency services who will be located in the regions. Again, 
these are good, well-paid jobs for people living locally in the regions of Western Australia, spending their money in 
Western Australia. The very things and that very commitment that the member for Warren–Blackwood read out about 
using Western Australia’s taxpayers’ funds to create local jobs, is being undertaken in real life by our government. 
The member for Moore wandered off into describing carbon trading as some form of job-killing problem. My 
colleague the Minister for Energy will respond to that. The member also wandered off into broader areas of the 
economy. The commitment that he read out, which is specifically related to government expenditure, is exactly 
what we are doing. If the member wants to look at the broader aspect of our expenditure on roads, he knows, 
because it came out in debate yesterday, about Armadale Road, the freeway widening, the North Lake Road bridge, 
the Cockburn–Thornlie railway link, the Butler expansion, various intersections and various other roads. He will 
see that billions of dollars of expenditure of both federal and state funding will create local jobs in WA. 
Mrs L.M. Harvey: When are they starting? 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: Has the Leader of the Opposition even driven down the freeway recently? 
Mrs L.M. Harvey: Yes. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: Did she not get caught in the traffic, because the project is underway? All of them are underway. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! You have an opportunity to speak. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: That is the good thing about our government: we get on with projects. They are all underway. 
Member for Warren–Blackwood, billions of dollars of our own funding has come through the cancellation of crazy 
projects such as Roe Highway stage 8 and is being poured back into creating local jobs through the projects that 
he drives through on his way home to Denmark every week. He knows that; he can see it with his own eyes. 
MR D.T. PUNCH (Bunbury) [3.27 pm]: What a disappointing opposition we have here. Its members do not 
believe in planning for action or in plans. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr D.T. PUNCH: They hold up our plans that set out a clear pathway of where we are heading. They criticise, 
but they do not have a plan themselves. 
Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Carine! I have not called anyone to order today, but I am about to start. 

Point of Order 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: The opposition was heard in silence, with absolutely no interjections from our side of the 
chamber. I do not understand why its members are so ill-disciplined. 

The SPEAKER: Members, I want to hear this and the minister is right; there were no interjections from the 
government side, so I expect that to be the same from the other side. If you want to have a debate, it is not a one-sided 
thing. Member for Bunbury, I am enjoying your speech. 

Debate Resumed 
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Mr D.T. PUNCH: Thank you, Mr Speaker. In case members opposite did not hear me the first time, I reiterate 
what a disappointing opposition this is. It held up our plan, a clear trajectory for the future, and criticised it and 
pulled it apart. 

Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Carine! 

Mr D.T. PUNCH: There is not a skerrick of a plan from the opposition. The Nationals WA, particularly “Big Nick”, 
tried to put up a plan on its website but it failed and the plan disappeared completely. There is no plan for action. 
That is my first point. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: All right, if you want it that way, I have not called anyone to order today, but if you keep 
interjecting on this, members, I will call the lot of you. 

Mr D.T. PUNCH: There is no commitment to setting objectives, to thinking through a solid strategy, or even 
a belief in setting out an accountable plan. At least we put a plan out there. 

My second point is about the preoccupation with setting targets for action. What is wrong with setting a target for 
action? What is wrong with putting a benchmark out there and saying that this is what we are heading out to do, 
this is what we want to achieve and that is our aspiration? Being courageous enough to say, “This is what we will 
be accountable to”, is what we have out there. We have targets for action. I have not seen any targets for action 
from members of the opposition. 

Mr D.T. Redman interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Warren–Blackwood, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr D.T. PUNCH: I have not seen anything coming out as an alternative to say, “This is what we believe you 
should achieve.” All members opposite believe in is negativity. They do not even like to listen. 

They clearly do not have any commitment to thinking through an effective evaluation of performance. That is 
what they are criticising us about. We are committing ourselves to evaluation and being accountable, and they 
are saying that they do not believe in evaluation. It has been an interesting journey with this opposition. I have 
gone through the arguments of each of the members opposite who spoke. The member for Warren–Blackwood 
made a promising start, but all he talked about was one graph and one contract, then took a little wander through 
a couple of other projects. 

But the context of this motion was “a failure to abide by and enforce its own policies in relation to securing 
local contracts and jobs Western Australia” and he made no real analysis and offered not a skerrick of evidence 
for that. 

Mr S.A. Millman interjected. 

Mr D.T. PUNCH: I was not surprised at all, member for Mount Lawley. 

The second speaker was the member for Moore. It was like an Alice in Wonderland journey that wandered all over 
the place about carbon pricing and the drawing some sort of nebulous link between something that was said by 
someone somewhere and some outcome having a significant impact on jobs in Western Australia. 

Mr R.S. Love interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Moore, if you give it out, you have to take it. 

Mr D.T. PUNCH: It ignored the notion that we are an economy in transition. The economy is changing and we 
have a renewables agenda. It is being driven by government, the community and industry as well. Whether we like 
it or not, the economy is going to change and the community has a very strong view about how we should manage 
the carbon economy in the future. 

Mr R.S. Love interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Moore, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr D.T. PUNCH: We could simply go with the flow and not look at the opportunities for job creation, or we can 
look at the opportunities that come out of that new economy and try to manage them. That is what having a plan 
and setting targets is about, not Alice in Wonderland sojourns into the realms of who said what and when. 

In her contribution, the member for Vasse was very concerned about small business. We are all concerned about, 
and committed to, small business. She focused her critique on the issue of setting a target. I would have thought 
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that the community would appreciate a target being set. It is not just about the numbers; it is about focusing effort 
and corralling agencies across government to make sure that they are clear about the intent of government and 
work together to achieve those outcomes. If the focus is on jobs, then so be it. That is the primary thing we went 
to the election on, and I agree with that. It was the primary thing because it is about jobs for everyday 
Western Australians, who are concerned about building a future and want to live in the regions and have access to 
a job. More importantly, they want access to a career and the opportunity to develop that job over time with access 
to training. That is what we are delivering. 

The Leader of the Nationals WA totally ignored the fiscal legacy of the previous government. It is as though that 
period of history did not exist. We need to learn from history. We came into government with a commitment to 
bringing expenses under control and managing debt effectively. We need to do that because the government is not 
the sole creator of jobs—industry is. A healthy economy supports strong small business growth and industry 
growth. That is what we are about. She ignored the notion that we have to fundamentally reset the fiscal position 
of the state and put in place some difficult measures that build a foundation for positive jobs growth in the future, 
particularly for private sector industries and small business. I thought that would be something that members 
opposite would embrace. 

Those four contributions highlighted to me how out of touch the opposition is about the modern economy and 
where we need to head to as a Western Australia that has a strong vision for the future and a strong need to embrace 
new and emerging technologies that will impact the state in the future and help build our prosperity. 

I will come back to some comments that were made during question time. For the first time ever, when members 
opposite were in government, they led the state into a recession. We have set a plan to lead the state into positive 
jobs growth. We are committed to that plan and are sticking with it. 

I want to talk a little about how we are achieving that, particular in my area of interest—regional Western Australia. 
I am very pleased that the government has put in place the WA jobs act. We know that there are some difficult 
challenges with the constitutional requirements about the definition of “local” and free trade arrangements. But 
under the previous government, which did not have fiscal restraint, agencies became more and more cash-strapped 
and it was a race to the bottom. The cheapest price counted and there was no commitment to local content. At no 
time was that highlighted more than when our great Minister for Regional Development climbed to the top of those 
radar towers and found they were made in South Australia. That is terrible! The Minister for Corrective Services 
has highlighted how we are committed to local content through the WA jobs act and have worked hard to make 
sure that the proportion of local people on projects in the bush is rapidly increasing. I would like to add to the 
minister’s list. The Dolphin Discovery Centre was a $12 million construction project that had over 75 per cent 
local content. It has become an icon of Bunbury tourism. We are seeing the same in the Bunbury waterfront project 
as well. That has been driven by the South West Regional Development Commission’s local content officers, who 
have been conducting local briefings with local contractors and linking them to head contractors to make sure that 
the relationships and the capability of each is well understood and that there is a positive environment for local 
contractors to pursue contract options coming through lead contractors. They are breaking up major contracts into 
components that local suppliers can meet. That is a positive contribution. 

Mr P.J. Rundle interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Roe! 

Mr D.T. PUNCH: That is a planned and measurable contribution. Through the Western Australian Jobs Act, it is 
a legislated contribution. It is an accountable contribution because an annual report will be put on the table about 
performance, which is something that members opposite do not seem to appreciate whatsoever. 

We are working with local industry. I was very pleased to meet with the Civil Contractors Federation. It was 
a great night and we talked about some of these challenges of lead and head contractors and how they can build 
connections with local suppliers. They were ready to embrace the philosophy and understood that if we can get 
the benefit of the state government spend into the regions distributed through local contractors, we will increase 
the performance of regional economies. That means that the very same small businesses the member for Vasse 
mentioned will benefit directly. 

The point I want to finish with is our commitment to building a sound economy and a climate that promotes private 
sector investment. That is where the jobs growth will be in the future. It is part of our target for jobs and we will 
be absolutely committed to that. 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [3.38 pm]: I am very pleased to 
contribute to this debate. I want to first address the member for Moore. I was very surprised by the member for 
Moore’s contribution because it had nothing to do with the resolution moved by the Nationals WA. 
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Mr R.S. Love interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Moore, you have had your go. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: Normally, I would expect a National Party member, in speaking on a National Party motion — 

Mr R.S. Love interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Moore, I call you to order for the second time. 

Mr R.S. Love interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Moore, I call you to order for the third time. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: Normally, when the National Party moves a motion, National Party members get up and 
talk about the motion. Unfortunately, the member for Moore, for whatever reason, was not capable of addressing 
the motion. 

Mr D.T. Redman interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Warren–Blackwood! 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: Instead, he talked about unrelated matters that do not come to any issue raised by the 
motion moved by his neighbour. Despite the fact that it is not related to the motion, subject to the Speaker 
calling me to order, I want to address some of the silly things that the member for Moore said in his contribution 
to this debate. Unlike in New South Wales, where the Liberal–National government recently cancelled 
approvals for a gas project and refused approval for a coalmine, in Western Australia a court does not make the 
final decision on environmental approvals. Our legislation allows the Environmental Protection Authority to 
make recommendations, not decisions, and then cabinet makes the decision. When the minister and cabinet 
make those decisions, they are required by law to consider the environmental, social and economic outcomes. 
Dr Tom Hatton, the chair of the EPA, was appointed to the job by the member for Nedlands when he was 
Minister for Environment. Do not forget that the former Liberal–National government appointed every member 
of the Environmental Protection Authority in Western Australia. I do not doubt the need to provide certainty to 
industry, but let me make it clear: the EPA discusses guidelines about EPA recommendations and the 
government makes the decisions. It reflects the fact that the member for Moore did not know what he was 
talking about in his contribution to this debate. 

Let me get onto the actual debate on the allegation that we are failing to abide by and enforce our own policies in 
relation to securing local contracts and jobs for Western Australians. That is ridiculous. I will give members an 
example. Western Power recently let contracts for 56 standalone power systems. It is great that two of the 
companies involved in that contract are Western Australian manufacturing businesses. Western Australia is at the 
leading edge of applying standalone power systems, and Western Power is making sure that we give opportunities to 
Western Australian businesses, as is Horizon Power. It was always part of the government’s election commitment 
to make sure that we have the opportunity to go down that pathway. I make the point that all members who have 
spoken so far were part of the Liberal–National government that saw the ABB factory in Malaga shut at the cost 
of 56 Western Australian jobs when it gave the contract for the manufacture of equipment for Western Power to 
New Zealand. Those members now come into the chamber and lecture us about local content when they sent jobs 
away from Western Australia. Fifty-six Western Australian workers, working in a factory in Malaga, lost their 
jobs because the Liberal–National government deliberately decided not to renew that contract. That is what 
happened. I remind members of that example. 

What sympathy was shown by the then Minister for Energy, the member for Riverton? He came in here and gave 
a lecture to the then Labor opposition about how we were being unreasonable and unfair to him for those 56 jobs 
being off-shored. Members opposite should not come in here and lecture us about that rubbish. As the Minister for 
Corrective Services outlined, we are doing great work. The Minister for Transport is doing great work in the 
Kimberley making sure that trainees are involved in road projects—local Indigenous workers who have never 
before had those opportunities. This government cares about local businesses and local job opportunities in 
regional Western Australia. The Aboriginal ranger program is a great program that was ignored by the former 
government, and opportunities for Aboriginal rangers were never properly taken up. There are Aboriginal people 
who are able to work on country in their own communities. 

This government decided to reform the regulations concerning potash. The potash industry is a great opportunity 
for Western Australia. Australia currently imports approximately 300 000 tonnes of potash. I am sure that the 
members who pretend to represent rural communities might take account of this: we have fixed the regulations 
so that those potash projects can proceed. I point out that those potash projects are generally in very remote 
locations that have Indigenous residential communities there already. I have made it clear that I expect each of 
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those proponents, if they can get to financial closure on their projects, to show how local Indigenous people 
will benefit from the government of Western Australia’s decision to make it easier for those projects to proceed. 
I remind members that the former government held up those projects because it would not make a decision on 
behalf of those projects to lower its costs, which is what we have done. We have made sure that those projects 
can proceed in a lower cost structure, because the former government ignored those important projects that have 
the opportunity to benefit rural communities in Western Australia and Australia by providing high-quality 
fertiliser products that do not have chlorine in them. The projects will provide us with an opportunity to go from 
being an importing to an exporting country. They will also provide the opportunity for local employment for 
Indigenous people in remote locations so that they can live and work on country. It is a great achievement of 
this government. 

The gold industry has never been stronger. The lithium industry is 10 times bigger than it was under the former 
government. The iron ore sector has the highest exports in the history of the state. Last year, 120 000 people were 
working in the resources sector. It is an increase of 8 000 on the previous year and matches the 2012 peak at the 
time of the construction boom. There is always more work to be done, but we are building in accountability so that 
people can see our plan rolling out over time and we are making a difference. 

When I was in my 20s, I was on the dole; I know from my own personal experience what it is like to be 
unemployed. It is a soul-destroying period of a person’s life when they cannot find a justification to participate, 
and they become insular and separated from the community. I know from personal experience how bad that is. 
That is why this government is so determined to do something about it. Instead of sending 56 manufacturing jobs 
to New Zealand, we are making sure that manufacturing jobs are created in Western Australia. We have a strategy 
to build trains in Midland, which the former government said could never be done. The Matagarup Bridge was 
sent to Malaysia and disappeared. Think about what the former government did. The former government 
outsourced the bridge and then it was outsourced again. The manufacturing was to be done in Malaysia, then there 
was a legal dispute between the companies in Malaysia, and we never got our bridge. How ridiculous. The member 
for Scarborough said that she could go up there and get it. For crying out loud; how ridiculous. We gave the project 
to a Western Australian firm. The former government ignored Civmec Construction and Engineering. That great 
Western Australian business delivered that great bridge. It was a great opportunity that we had to clear up. 

We know that this commitment to jobs is a real task for the government but we are not walking away from our 
obligations to the people of this state. There are many opportunities for us to continue to do good work. The 
difference between this side of politics and the opposition is that we care about outcomes. We care about 
individuals, and that is why we are motivated to try. We make decisions and we work hard. We are working 
together as a cabinet to come up with solutions to solve the problems that confront Western Australians. 

Division 

Question put and a division taken with the following result — 
Ayes (17) 

Mr I.C. Blayney Mr P.A. Katsambanis Mr W.R. Marmion Mr P.J. Rundle 
Ms M.J. Davies Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup Mr J.E. McGrath Ms L. Mettam (Teller) 
Mrs L.M. Harvey Mr A. Krsticevic Dr M.D. Nahan  
Mrs A.K. Hayden Mr S.K. L’Estrange Mr K. O’Donnell  
Dr D.J. Honey Mr R.S. Love Mr D.T. Redman  

 

Noes (38) 

Ms L.L. Baker Mr M. Hughes Mrs L.M. O’Malley Mrs J.M.C. Stojkovski 
Dr A.D. Buti Mr W.J. Johnston Mr P. Papalia Mr C.J. Tallentire 
Mr J.N. Carey Mr D.J. Kelly Mr D.T. Punch Mr D.A. Templeman 
Mrs R.M.J. Clarke Mr F.M. Logan Mr J.R. Quigley Mr P.C. Tinley 
Mr R.H. Cook Mr M. McGowan Ms M.M. Quirk Mr R.R. Whitby 
Ms J. Farrer Ms S.F. McGurk Mrs M.H. Roberts Ms S.E. Winton 
Mr M.J. Folkard Mr K.J.J. Michel Ms C.M. Rowe Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Ms J.M. Freeman Mr S.A. Millman Ms R. Saffioti Mr D.R. Michael (Teller) 
Ms E.L. Hamilton Mr Y. Mubarakai Ms A. Sanderson  
Mr T.J. Healy Mr M.P. Murray Ms J.J. Shaw  

            
Pair 

Mr D.C. Nalder Mr S.J. Price 
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Question thus negatived. 
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